Mary Finch, a true Croydon High Heroine

How many times in your school di:‘r! did you walk past this
memorial plaque in honour of Mary Finch? Initially located in
the "||"Fe||e||e)r Roed scheol |:ui|d|'n.= and now pricle of p|me in the

cerrider |Hdin.g te the drama studic in our present buildin.g.

So, who was Mary Finch?

In Januar'_,f 1911, aged o Mar'_,f
Finch juined Cmn’.rl:lun High
School at Wellesley Road,
She had previousl'f attended
Downs  Court  Preparatary
School. Her two  younger
sisters, Margaret and Grace,
also attended Croydon High
School. By 1913, the Finch
family lived at ‘Skerryvore’ on
Oakwood Avenue in Purley.

Mar}l was an ertremefy gF‘Fted student — academic, athletic, and
accurnp|is|'uec| at drama and music. She was Head Girl from 1919
ta 1920 and Passe-d her first medical exams whilst still a FuPi| n
the Sixth Form. She served as captain of the nethall and lacresse
teams and secretary of the cricket club. And she Passed the R-:rya|
Academy and Reyal College of Music exams for vielin,

After Croydon High School, Mary attended the London Schaol of
Medicine for Women at the Royal Free Hospital and had completed
two years of study.

Wh}' is there a memorial to her?

In early August 1922, Mary
and her Farr1.i|'§.I went on
|'|u|ic|a1,r to Gorran near St
Austell in Cornwall. They
were jnined I;,},. their friends,
the Wood famil:{, frem
Nm‘bur\!.

On  the afterncon  of
Wednesday, 30th August,
the Woad fami|}r, together
with the Finch siblings, went
to Porthluney beach for
swim. |t was here that Mary,

her younger sisters Margaret
and Gra:e, her brather Jack and 15-year-old Stuart Weed found

themselves in difficulty due to the strong current.

Despite Mr Wood's repeated attempts, be was unable to assist

them. Mar:,r, who was not a Partic:u|ar‘|)r strong swimmer, first

|:|rcug|1t her 5isler'Gmc:e 1] tl'IE Sl'IEIFE'iI'Id ﬂ'IEI'I I'EtLIFI'IE'CI tﬂal:bempt
ta rescue 'Stuar't. W]'IHSIZ ll'IE uthers rnanaged ta rear.h lh\E‘ EI'IDFE',

.M.EFY and Stl.lﬂl"t Were SWEFt awa',' IJ"' tl"lE' Etl'ﬂﬂg current.

The Tollowing evening the body of Mary was found by a local
C‘al'FE'l'IT.Er ata PIEDE nam&i JBIJE CﬂFnEr: Clﬂi’E ta wherﬂ ShE had
disaFPEarEd. ST.Ual'tl5 Eﬂ)d}’wﬂ’s reﬂﬂ‘\l'el'ed thE‘ next da}l’.

At the inquest, the coroner stated, ‘the conduct of Miss Finch was
very Plu-: k:,r, she gave her life for the bu}r and but for her, one of the

livthe girks alsc would have drowned, she could net have done more.”

Mary was buried on September 5 at Bandon Hill Cemetery on
Phugh Lane, Wa“ingmn, fﬂﬂuwingasenri{:e at the Friends Meeting
House on Downs Court Road. On her coffin was white heather
collected by her father from the Cornish moors. The w||agers of

Gorran sent wildflowers. On her tombstone are carved ivy leaves,

the 5}rm|:|-ui nmeydun High School.
A puHir: memorial to Murr Finch

In thefullnwhgyear,mcunds were raised hy friends and m|leagues for
a public memarial ta honour the heraic efforts of Mary Finch. [Fyou
ook c|u‘se|}r at thejuncl:ian of Downs Court and Seleroft Roads in
Purley, you will find a weaden memarial seat on a red brick platferm
in front of a yew |1eclge. The Placpe reads

“In Radiant Memory of MARY FINCH of Purley. She gave her
life in attempting to save a friend from drowning August 30th
1922 Aged 20 years.”

To mark the 100th anniversary of Mary Finch's courageous efferts,
we will be placing a commemorative wreath at this memarial seat on

August 30th.

A memarial prize was set up in henour of Mary Finch, declaring that
she lived in the Spirit in which she died. The prize was awarded to
a girl in the Sixth Ferm for public spint and service to the school.
The first girl to receive this prize was Doris Goodsell in 1924, Our
very own Mary Knight (Hermes) 1963, former secretary of the
Old Croydonians, received the award in 1961, We believe that this
prize was last awarded in the late 19905, Perhaps naw may be an
appropriate time to reinstate this award on the 100th anniversary

of Mary's death.

{Sources - Mm}r Finch Heroine af purier b}r Alan Hordcastle and
Craydon Guardion 28 June 1990)




